[Rectal cancer--diagnostic and therapeutic difficulties].
This paper aim is to analyze the main diagnostic and therapeutic aspects in rectal cancer; for this purpose we analyzed the Craiova's Surgical II Clinic statistics and we report them to the present literature. There were 179 rectal cancers, diagnosed over 10 years period (between 1995 and 2004); 163 cases were operated on, in 62 cases (38.03%) the surgical intervention aim being curative; global resection of tumor was 84.66%. The operation was preceded by preoperative radiotherapy in 82 cases; all cases diagnosed in the last four years in curative stage of disease were treated by preoperative radiotherapy. The postoperative mortality was 3.68% (6 cases) and the morbidity rate (55 cases - 33.74%) is still important, mainly because of the associated diseases. In conclusion we emphasize the importance of untimely diagnosis and the obligatorily sequential treatment: preoperative radiotherapy curative surgical resection - postoperative adjuvant treatment.